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Is Awareness Enough?

Steve Stelzer AIA, LEED® AP
Program Director, 

Public Works & Engineering, Code Enforcement 
Green Building Resource Center



Thanks Josh Owens



















Can you say 
‘Growth’?

And how many 
Stop-N-Go’s 
do we need?



Can you say 
‘Resilient’?

And how resilient is 
this kind of growth?



And NOW, 
A word from our 
SPONSORS….
The Energy Capital of 
the World!



And how much “work” is 
embodied in a gallon of 
gasoline, our favorite substance 
of them all?  Well, if you put a 
single gallon in a car, drove it 
away from your home until the 
gas ran out, and then got out 
and pushed the car home, 
you’d find out exactly how 
much work a gallon of 
gasoline can do.  



It turns out that a gallon of 
gas has the equivalent energy 
of somewhere between 350 and 
500 hours of human labor.  Given 
that a gallon of gas can perform 
that much human work,  how 
much value would you assign it?   
How much would 350 to 
500 hours of your hard 
physical labor be worth to 
you? $4?  $10?  



This is what we 
mean by CHEAP  
FOSSIL  FUEL…

























ALERT! Shameless 
Self-Aggrandizement











HPL plans to stay involved 
with and support the 
Repair Café program. We would 
like to pursue outreach 
opportunities and host a Repair 
Café in the near future.
Carmen P. Abrego
Assistant Manager
Library Events & Community Programs
500 McKinney | Houston, TX 77002

We link people to the world.

















Repair Café Houston
Saturday, October 28, 2017 TXRX Labs

Volunteer Fixers 10

Volunteer Guides 13

Pop Up Table Folks 4
Reception/Closeout Folks 2

Repairs Success/total 16/20
Appliance 8/10
Tools/Sharpen 4/5
Sewing 4/5
Not recorded, but fixed 4 to 6



Questions?



So What?



Are we reaching a
TIPPING 
POINT?
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2.5%

Early Adopters

13.5%

Early 
Majority

34%

Late
Majority

34%
Laggards

10%

Innovation Adoption Curve
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LET’S SEE: the Early Majority, given 
Houston’s population, the Innovators
in Houston add up to 70,000 people



Then 
again…



But we need
YOUR 
HELP!



Historically, this is what we do.



What Else Can 
YOU
Do?



Watch the Story of Stuff YouTubes





Then read the book



Annie Leonard



This is what we do to make 
Stuff for us to buy



This is what we do to make 
us buy Stuff



This is what we do for Stuff



This is who we are



This is the story now.....
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STUFF

STUFF

STUFF



The BIG Waste Story

Waste to make Stuff. 
What we don’t see!

What we see!



Compost Opportunity!

STUFF STUFF

STUFF



Compared  to  Others



     

Our Story of Stuff Display



     



     

Bring Your 
Green to 
Work -
Full 
download 
from GBRC 
website…
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18% in
Houston
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Seriously
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I am emotionally scarred 
from WM’s need to tell 
people that disposable 
diapers aren’t recyclable
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EMBODIED ENERGY & MATERIAL TO LANDFILL







It is clear that the challenge for 
humanity today is no longer 
anything like what it faced in the 
1960's and 1970's, when developing 
pollution abatement technologies 
and lessening the degree to which 
resources were wasted provided a 
more-or-less adequate answer to 
the most pressing problems of the 
day.  



The world now needs to adopt 
solutions that change the entire 
system of production and 
consumption in a fundamental 
manner, that move societies from 
conditions of energy and materials 
surplus to scarcity, and that develop 
the foresight needed to recognize 
still-hidden threats to sustainability.  



This goes far beyond the realm 
of technical adaptations, and 
instead requires large-scale social, 
economic, and political engineering 
- in an effort to create the 
foundations for a more 
sustainable human 
civilization.  
[State of the World 2015]



More questions?
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