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EXISTING INCENTIVES
IN HOUSTON REGION
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Requirement Traditional Low Impact Development

HCFCD Gravity
Drained Detention 0.55 ac-ft/ac 0.35 ac-ft/ac minimum

Detention for 
Gravity Flow to HC 

Roadside Ditch
0.75 to 1.0 ac-ft/ac 0.55 ac-ft/ac minimum

Detention for 
Gravity Flow to HC 

Storm Sewer
0.65 ac-ft/ac 50% of Required Rate

Peak Flows Post-Project < Pre-Project Post-Project < Pre-Project

HARRIS COUNTY DESIGN PROVISIONS
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Which volume of 
detention would 
you rather pay to 
install on your 
limited amount of 
land?

Post‐Development
(Traditional)

Post‐Development
(LID)
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Requirement Chapter 9
Traditional

Low Impact 
Development

Detention on
< 1 ac Tracts 0.2 ac-ft per ac of new imp

+ 0.04 ac-ft per ac existing imp
Requires same 

volume of detention.  
See Chapter 13 for 
ideas about how 

reduce new 
impervious area.

Detention on
1 to 10 ac Tracts

Detention on
10 to 50 ac Tracts See curve on next slide.

Detention on
> 50 ac Tracts As per HCFCD criteria

CITY OF HOUSTON DESIGN PROVISIONS
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50 acre site

10 acre site
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• Authority:

• Texas Water Code Section 49.001(1) (TWC 
§49.001(1))

• Title 30 Section 293 of Texas Administrative 
Code (30 TAC 293)

• Developer finances public infrastructure 
utilities

• District accepts ownership

• District obtains TCEQ approval for 
infrastructure bond issues

• District issues bonds

• District reimburses developer

• LID facilities serve a drainage infrastructure 
purpose and are reimbursable

INFRASTRUCTURE REIMBURSEMENT
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OTHER INCENTIVES
OFFERED IN OTHER REGIONS
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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QUESTIONS?

Michael F. Bloom, P.E., 
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281‐921‐8784

mbloom@rgmiller.com
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