
▪ March 14, 2024

▪ FY 2025-2028

Pre-Submitting Meeting: 
Livable Centers Cycle 7 Call for Sponsors



• Meeting is being recorded. Recording will be made available on website. 

• Slides will be made available on website.

• Place any questions in the chat box.

• Please keep yourself muted.

• For those in person, please keep your questions until the end of 

presentation.

Online Meeting & Etiquette Tips



Livable Centers Goals

A future where people can 

live, work, and play with 

less reliance on their car.

1.Create multi-modal 

travel choices

2.Create resilient quality 

places

3.Promote safe and 

equitable infrastructure

4.Promote economic 

development and 

housing diversity



Livable Centers Land-Use & 
Transportation Studies

▪ Adhere to reduction of vehicle miles traveled and improved 

air quality

▪ We work with local communities to reimagine auto-focused 

infrastructure, policies, and programs

▪ Each study is unique to the municipality we are working 

with. Each set of recommendations that come from the study 

process are tailored to the needs and desires of the 

community.



Livable Centers Study Components

Existing 

conditions
Market analysis

Community 

engagement 

events

Steering 

committee

Agency 

meetings

Concept/Design 

developments

Implementation 

Plan

Program 

tracker



FY 2025-2028 Funding

▪ $2,484,283 Transportation 

Planning Funds

▪ Approximately 8 studies

▪ $200,000-$300,000 average 

study cost

Livable Centers Cycle 7 Call for 
Study Sponsors



Cycle 7 Key Dates

*on a rolling basis



Eligibility

Partners are limited to:

• Local governments, management districts, municipal utility 

districts, Tax Increment Reinvestment Zones (TIRZ), and 

other entities that can:

• Receive federal transportation funding and

• Implement transportation projects.

• Must be located within:

• H-GAC’s eight-county TMA:  Brazoria, Chambers, Fort 

Bend, Galveston, Harris, Liberty, Montgomery, and 

Waller counties.

• If not the primary owner of the streets and sidewalks:

• Letter of support from the owning agency



Livable Centers Study Types

Livable Centers Studies (LC)

▪ Small area plans and fulfill all four 

Livable Centers Program goals which 

include creating multi-modal travel 

choices, resilient quality places, and 

equitable infrastructure investments while 

promoting economic generators and 

housing diversity with complementary 

transportation planning. Programmatic 

goals are evaluated on a community-

wide scale. 

Focused Livable Center 

Studies (FLC)

▪ Targeted, community-node studies that 

must meet two Livable 

Centers Program goals, to create multi-

modal travel choices, resilient quality 

places, and one additional Livable 

Centers goal that best fits the needs of 

the study sponsor. Goals 

include evaluation of equitable 

infrastructure, promotion of 

economic generators, or housing choice.



Livable Centers Study Types

Midtown Livable Center Study, 2010

https://www.h-gac.com/getmedia/1c4218f4-c41f-41cb-8a74-4bd3d36da805/city_of_houston_midtown_livable_centers_study


Evaluation Criteria

 Criteria 1: Description/Scope 20%

 Criteria 2: Capacity to Implement 20%

 Criteria 3: Fulfilling Program 

Goals
60%

Goal 1:  Create multi-modal 

travel choices
30%

Goal 2:  Create resilient quality 

places
10%

Goal 3:  Promote 

equitable infrastructure
10%

Goal 4:  Promote 

economic development and housing
10%

 Criteria 1: Description/Scope 20%

 Criteria 2: Capacity to Implement 20%

 Criteria 3: Fulfilling Program 

Goals Required
40%

Goal 1:  Create multi-modal travel choices 30%

Goal 2:  Create resilient quality places 10%

Focused Criteria: Choose one 20%

Goal 3:  Promote equitable infrastructure 20%

OR

Goal 4:  Promote economic development 20%

OR

Goal 5:  Promote diversity in housing 20%

Livable Centers Studies (LC)

Focused Livable Center 

Studies (FLC)



Downloadable Application Guide

https://www.h-gac.com/getmedia/5afefafe-5788-46f4-8a40-3aba42c649f2/Call-for-Study-Sponsors-FY2025-2028-Livable-Centers-Studies-Final


Project Description

Description should provide insights on:

▪ Proposed study area location

▪ Need, purpose, and the desired outcomes

▪ Impact on vulnerable populations

▪ How study sponsor envisions vulnerable populations and 

community-based organizations (CBOs) being involved in 

study throughout the project’s lifecycle

▪ Local significance and potential for the study to serve as a 

model for others in the region

20% of total score



Capacity to Implement

Statement should describe:

• Staff and/or departments of the sponsoring agency that will be 

involved

• Level of support from key sponsor officials

• Sponsor's commitment to be an active sponsor throughout the study

• Sponsor’s high-level plan for implementation after the completion of 

study

• Level of support from the local community and potential project 

partners

20% of total score



Fulfilling Program Goals

60% of total score

Fulfilling Program Goals 60%

Goal 1:  Create multi-modal 

travel choices
30%

Goal 2:  Create resilient quality 

places
10%

Goal 3:  Promote 

equitable infrastructure
10%

Goal 4:  Promote 

economic development and housing
10%

Livable Centers Studies (LC)

Focused Livable Center 

Studies (FLC)

Fulfilling Program Goals Required 40%

Goal 1:  Create multi-modal travel choices 30%

Goal 2:  Create resilient quality places 10%

Focused Criteria: Choose one 20%

Goal 3:  Promote equitable infrastructure 20%

OR

Goal 4:  Promote economic development 20%

OR

Goal 5:  Promote diversity in housing 20%



Multi-modality

East Aldine Livable 

Centers Study, 2021

Concept 3: Connected & 

Complete

• Improve connectivity 

within the study area

• Improve 

pedestrian/bicyclist 

safety

• Strengthen transit 

accessibility

• Potential for air quality 

improvements

• Integrate green space 

and preserves natural 

resources**

https://www.h-gac.com/getmedia/ebe6c65f-55a5-454d-abcf-a50d297b1707/PRINT_East-Aldine-LC-Final-Report
https://www.h-gac.com/getmedia/ebe6c65f-55a5-454d-abcf-a50d297b1707/PRINT_East-Aldine-LC-Final-Report


Resilient & Quality Places

East Aldine Livable Centers 

Study, 2021

Concept 2

• Incorporates resiliency 

elements

• Incentivize housing for 

multigenerational families 

in non-flood areas using 

relevant green 

infrastructure and missing 

middle typologies, 

including courtyard 

apartment, bungalow 

court, townhouse, and 

live/work.

Recommendation 2.1:

Ensure that East Aldine’s multi-generational community has 

safe, affordable, and stable homes.

Recommendation 2.2:

Create physical and social infrastructure and systems that 

keep residents safe and minimize negative impacts during 

extreme weather events

https://www.h-gac.com/getmedia/ebe6c65f-55a5-454d-abcf-a50d297b1707/PRINT_East-Aldine-LC-Final-Report
https://www.h-gac.com/getmedia/ebe6c65f-55a5-454d-abcf-a50d297b1707/PRINT_East-Aldine-LC-Final-Report


Safe & Equitable Infrastructure 

Infrastructure that considers the fair distribution of benefits and 

burdens, ensuring that all members of a community, regardless of 

socioeconomic status or background, have equal access to essential 

services or infrastructure. Examples include:

▪ Last mile connection system planning

▪ Safe routes to school & wayfinding plans

▪ Transit access location and connectivity

▪ Park access location and connectivity

▪ Advanced concept plans

oVisual cross sections & renderings



Safe & Equitable Infrastructure 

South Houston 

Livable Centers 

Study, 2023

SRTS

• Improve 

connectivity and 

infrastructure 

for pedestrians

• Reduce negative 

impacts of 

barriers for 

pedestrians/bicy

clists

https://www.h-gac.com/getmedia/cbd55108-ec16-4d05-979e-573019d2d902/South-Houston-Livable-Centers-Study-report
https://www.h-gac.com/getmedia/cbd55108-ec16-4d05-979e-573019d2d902/South-Houston-Livable-Centers-Study-report
https://www.h-gac.com/getmedia/cbd55108-ec16-4d05-979e-573019d2d902/South-Houston-Livable-Centers-Study-report


Safe & Equitable Infrastructure 

Healthy Pasadena Livable Centers, 

2023

HCA Medical Campus Redevelopment 

Opportunity

• Connection with the local 

community and uphold values of 

health, wellbeing, and safety

• Immediate strategies prioritize 

enhancing connectivity, access, and 

green open spaces

• Encourage a destination for health 

and wellness

• Promote access between the public 

right-of-way and adjacent land use 

for non-vehicular traffic

https://www.h-gac.com/getmedia/1f047292-ea3f-44af-b332-5a2d7cdf96d7/Healthy-Pasadena_Final-Report
https://www.h-gac.com/getmedia/1f047292-ea3f-44af-b332-5a2d7cdf96d7/Healthy-Pasadena_Final-Report


Economic Development

Co-ops “promote the fullest possible 

participation in the economic and social 

development of all people, including women, 

youth, older persons, persons with disabilities 

and indigenous peoples, are becoming a major 

factor of economic and social development and 

contribute to the eradication of poverty.”

United Nations Resolution 64/136

OST/Palm Centers Livable Centers 

Study, 2022

TOD: Mobility Hub

• Serve as a catalyst 

for investment/development

• Promote development which 

emphasize design considerations for 

pedestrian, transit, and non-

vehicular access and connectivity

https://www.h-gac.com/getmedia/37ea343a-245a-4e90-ab22-fe906cf59c8a/OST_PalmCenter_LivableCentersStudy_Report
https://www.h-gac.com/getmedia/37ea343a-245a-4e90-ab22-fe906cf59c8a/OST_PalmCenter_LivableCentersStudy_Report


Economic Development

Fulshear Livable Center 

Study, 2019

• Serve as a catalyst for 

investment/development

• Increase 

walkability/bikeabilty of 

a ½-mile radius of an 

activity center

https://www.h-gac.com/getmedia/8cc50711-7fc9-4349-8259-db02169755d5/Download%20the%20Fulshear%20Livable%20Centers%20Study.pdf
https://www.h-gac.com/getmedia/8cc50711-7fc9-4349-8259-db02169755d5/Download%20the%20Fulshear%20Livable%20Centers%20Study.pdf


Economic Development



Diversity in Housing

Kashmere Gardens Livable 

Centers, 2017

Goal 1: Ensure community 

benefits from new 

investments guided by 

proposed strategic 

development.

Goal 2: Increase high-

quality housing options for 

residents of all income 

levels.

• Serve as catalyst 

for development

• Increase range of housing 

options

https://www.h-gac.com/getmedia/4fe5999f-707a-4b1e-88a4-f9a8f8161bef/Kashmere-Gardens-LC-Final.pdf
https://www.h-gac.com/getmedia/4fe5999f-707a-4b1e-88a4-f9a8f8161bef/Kashmere-Gardens-LC-Final.pdf


How to Apply

1. Complete the Online Application Portal registration form.
2. Complete a Notice of Intent to Apply form within the Online 

Application Portal.
3. Complete a Livable Centers Call for Planning Study Partners 

Application form within the Online Application Portal.

https://www.h-gac.com/livable-centers/call-for-planning-study-partners

https://www.h-gac.com/livable-centers/call-for-planning-study-partners


Cycle 7 Key Dates

https://www.h-gac.com/livable-centers/call-for-planning-study-partners

https://www.h-gac.com/livable-centers/call-for-planning-study-partners


Contribution Requirements

Demonstrate financial commitment

•  Based on Sponsor estimate

•  Required for Intent to Apply

•  May be modified for Application

Livable Centers Need Index (LCNI)

•  Equitable distribution of funds

•  Need determined by LCN

• Measures:

▪ Households without cars, single parent 

households, elderly population, school 

age population, presence of schools, 

income levels, English proficiency, 

housing tenure, access to transit, 

presence of sidewalks or trails, 

unemployment rate, education level, 

population density

• LCNI score above 

75: 0% cash 

contribution

• LCNI score 75-50: 

10% cash 

contribution

• LCNI score below 50: 

20% cash 

contribution

Cash Contribution



ACE User Guide

How to:

• Draw proposed study boundary

• Determine LCNI

• Export shapefile

• Snapshot of study area

Access by: Application Guidance 

Document

Note: Does not require 

Geographic Information System 

(GIS) experience

https://h-gac.com/getmedia/ecf32527-6bd8-4bf2-a16f-222b8c70c0ab/Livable-Centers-ACE-Tool-Guide.pdf
https://www.h-gac.com/getmedia/5afefafe-5788-46f4-8a40-3aba42c649f2/Call-for-Study-Sponsors-FY2025-2028-Livable-Centers-Studies-Final


Livable Centers Need Index (LCNI)



Livable Centers Need Index (LCNI)



Location Analysis Tool



Draw Study Area Boundary



LCNI Score 



Contribution Requirements

Calculate level of need for their study area online through the Livable 

Centers Activity-Connectivity Explorer (ACE), here

Note: Cash contribution will go to the Regional Strategic Transportation 

Fund.

• LCNI score above 75: 

0% cash contribution

• LCNI score 75-50: 

10% cash 

contribution

• LCNI score below 50: 

20% cash contribution

Cash Contribution

https://datalab.h-gac.com/ace/


Estimating Study Cost Example

53

$20,000

$200,000

$200,000

10% match



Supplemental Documentation Required

Mandatory Letters of Support:

▪ Texas House of Representatives

• If the study area encompasses multiple Texas House Districts, a letter 

is required from each Representative

▪ Sponsor Agency and other study partners

• If the sponsoring agency is not the primary owner of the streets or 

sidewalks for study in the project area, include a letter of support 

from the owning agency. Application will not be considered eligible if 

this requirement is not met.

▪ Local Sponsor Matching Fund Commitment (if required)

• Letter from the chief elected official or chief executive of the sponsoring 

entity that has the authority to commit to the local cash contribution.

Optional Letter(s) of Support

• Community or neighborhood groups, partner agencies, local businesses, or other 

stakeholders are strongly encouraged.



Application Tips

▪ Start early! Submit early!

▪ Don’t forget to submit the NOI. Applications will not be 

accepted without NOI. Late applications will not be accepted.

▪ Become familiar with the Livable Centers website and tools.

▪ Use application guide to maximize your chances of scoring as 

many points as possible.

▪ Office Hours: Beginning March 18, 2024 goes until week of 

NOI submission

• Every Monday and Tuesday, 2pm-5pm, 30 mins

• Sign up through the NOI submission form or email directly

• Come prepared with as much of your narrative as possible



▪ March 14, 2024

▪ FY 2025-2028

Sarai Osorio

Principal Planner 

sarai.osorio@h-gac.com

832-681-2528

mailto:sarai.osorio@h-gac.com
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