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Lighter, Quicker Pilot Activations:  

Making it Happen

Getting from Ideas to 

Installations 

Elia Quiles

Co-Founder, Principal – UP Art Studio
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About UP Art Studio

• Public art and creative placemaking firm

• Houston-grown since 2021, work nationally

• Professional services and partnerships to the public, 

nonprofit, and private sectors

• Delivered 100s of murals and other public art projects

• Mission: Civic Pride through Civic Art / we aim to 

educate, move, and engage communities through public 

art.

• We produce transformative award-winning projects

• Focus: Reflecting authentic character. Local artists

• Special focus: People in underserved places
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6 Public Art Project Needs

• Community Goals & Support

• Artists & Creativity

• Municipal Leadership

• Funding & Sites

• Project Management 

• Positive Impact
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Story #1: Mini Murals
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Story #2: Five Corners / Hiram Clarke

Mini Murals led to investment in 

public art in Five Corners, a 

southwest Houston suburb!

Projects in the planning phase 

include:

• Imprinted Sidewalks

• Art Banners

• Infrastructure Murals

• Water Tower Art

• Underpass Art Park!

• Public Art Tour Map

Imprinted Sidewalks
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Story #2: Five Corners / Hiram Clarke

Art Banners Water
Tower
Art

Underpass Art Park

Infrastructure Murals
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Story #3: Growing a Brighter Tomorrow 

in Gulfton

Before - gang graffiti
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Story #3: Growing a Brighter Tomorrow 

in Gulfton

Mural was co-created with children from a neighboring school
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Story #3: Growing a Brighter Tomorrow 

in Gulfton

After - beautiful community mural
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Story #3: Growing a Brighter Tomorrow 

in Gulfton

Temporary installation tested before permanent installation
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Story #4: League City: Public Art & 

Placemaking Opportunities Report
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Story #5: Alex Hill Memorial Pride 

Crosswalk
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THANK YOU!

Elia Quiles

elia@upartstudio.org

713-614-1605


