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HISTORICAL LEGACY OF EJ: REDLINING AND SYSTEMIC RACISM

Oakland, 
California

The Digital Scholarship Lab and the National Community Reinvestment Coalition, “Not Even Past: Social Vulnerability and the 
Legacy of Redlining,” American Panorama, ed. Robert K. Nelson and Edward L. Ayers, https://dsl.richmond.edu/socialvulnerability.

Verbatim Surveyor Descriptions of 
Redlined Areas during 1930s:
• “Odors and noises from local industries. 

Infiltration of colored and Orientals. 
Predominance of older, cheap cottages. 
Zoned for industry.”

• “Odors from factories; infiltration of 
Orientals and colored.”

• “Adjoining industrial area with attendant 
odors, smoke, etc.” 

• “Nearest to the industries, thereby being 
mainly occupied by wage earning families”



The Digital Scholarship Lab and the National Community Reinvestment Coalition, “Not 
Even Past: Social Vulnerability and the Legacy of Redlining,” American Panorama, ed. 
Robert K. Nelson and Edward L. Ayers, https://dsl.richmond.edu/socialvulnerability.
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PRIORITIES FOR 2023

1. Standing up a new program

2. Fulfilling commitments on 

• cumulative impacts

• outcome measures

• civil rights compliance guidance

3. Spending $3+ BILLION dollars







Assessment
• Thriving Community 

Technical Assistance 
Centers (TCTACs)

• Assessment Grants (via EJ 
TC Grantmakers)

Planning & Project 
Development
• Planning Grants (via EJ TC 

Grantmakers)
• Project Development Grants 

(via EJ TC Grantmakers)
• Technical Assistance

Pilots and 
Partnerships
• EJ Collaborative Problem-

Solving Grants (EJ-CPS) 
• EJ Government to 

Government Grants (EJ-
G2G)

Implementation
• E&CJ Change Grants
• Evaluation and Reporting 

Technical Assistance

ENVIRONMENTAL & CLIMATE JUSTICE 
COMMUNITIES GRANT PROGRAM

8



Thanks!

tejada.matthew@epa.gov
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