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"What's Happening at H-GAC"
H-GAC is celebrating Biketober all month long! Learn how to get involved in this and other events

throughout the region by watching October's edition of "What's Happening at H-GAC!"

H-GAC’s Commute Solutions Program
Launches its Biketober Challenge

Ride, learn about bike safety, and win prizes throughout the month!

The Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC) and its Commute Solutions program invite bike riders throughout the
eight-county region, which includes Brazoria, Chambers, Fort Bend, Galveston, Harris, Liberty, Montgomery, and Waller
counties, to participate in the free Bike the Gulf Biketober Challenge from October 1-31, 2023. 
 
“With October bringing cooler temperatures to the area, this is a great opportunity for residents to hop on a bike and
enjoy the host of benefits riding a bike has to offer,” said Emanuel Andrews, H-GAC senior program coordinator. “Biking
can help to reduce stress and anxiety, improve heart health, and strengthen the immune system.”
 
H-GAC, Commute Solutions, and Love to Ride, a program that inspires individuals and communities to start riding more,
have partnered again to champion biking in the region. Riders of every level have the opportunity to log their rides taken
during October on the Love to Ride Bike the Gulf website to be entered to win prizes. 
 
Individuals, community groups, and workplaces can register to join the Biketober Challenge. Each ride an individual logs
can help them earn points toward prize drawings for a $4,000 vacation and other great prizes.
 
Points accrued by individuals help workplaces climb the Biketober Challenge leaderboards. Workplaces compete against
other organizations of a similar size in this friendly competition that aims to help get more people cycling in the eight-
county region. 
 
For more information about the Biketober kick-off event and to register for the Biketober Challenge, visit
lovetoride.net/bikethegulf. 
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Reminder: Solid Waste Application Deadline Approaching!

Reducing Flood Risk While Enhancing Water Quality
As home to more than 16,000 miles of waterways and shoreline, most residents in the Houston-Galveston
region live within a mile or two of a waterway. Rivers, lakes, bays, and bayous enhance local economies,
make up a crucial part of water supplies, and provide habitat for wildlife. Protecting and preserving the
quality of these water bodies is essential to the region’s quality of life. 

By 2035, much of the region’s drinking water will come from water in rivers, lakes, and bayous. Pollutants in
these waters can increase the cost of treating water to be suitable for drinking. Today, most water bodies in
the region do not meet the state standard for contact recreation.

One of the ways water quality in the region can be improved is through preserving, restoring, or enhancing
natural areas through conservation practices. Conserving land adjacent to waterways and in upland natural
areas like wetlands, forests, and prairies helps reduce the amount of pollution running off the land and into
water bodies via stormwater.



An example of this is the Jersey Meadows Stormwater Detention Basin.

Enhancing urban areas with natural functions like wet-bottom detention ponds, trees, and native
landscaping in new developments also helps reduce runoff pollution from roads and parking lots. 

In 2021, the Houston-Galveston Area Council launched the Regional Conservation Initiative aimed at
magnifying local conservation efforts and assisting local governments and nonprofits in securing the funding
and resources needed to launch their own conservation projects.

More information about the initiative, including a conservation funding guide and toolbox, model projects
throughout the region, ecosystem service benefits, and mapping tools, is available at www.h-
gac.com/regional-conservation. 

The Houston Area GIS Day  is slated for
Thursday, November 16, 2023, from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. at the University of Houston-Clear
Lake. GIS Day is the largest showcase of its
kind showcasing the use of Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) throughout the
city of Houston and surrounding areas.
 
Interested in presenting at GIS day? Submit
your abstract.

Does your company use GIS? Support GIS Day by helping sponsor the
event!
 

$2,500 - GUID Level Sponsor
$1,000 - LiDAR Level Sponsor
$550 - Polygon Level Sponsor
$350 - Line Level Sponsor
$150 - Point Level Sponsor

 
Learn about the benefits of sponsorship and become a sponsor today !

OCT 1-31

https://www.h-gac.com/regional-conservation
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/6b74acce34e241b1bba738780c83f39d
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdkOBYE7fycgHEPnPdQo7P27e0snOUHnnI5YlPXww_L45e56g/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.h-gac.com/events/houston-area-gis-day-sponsorship
https://www.h-gac.com/events/houston-area-gis-day-sponsorship
https://www.h-gac.com/events/houston-area-gis-day-sponsorship
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